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THE PROJECT 
CONTEXT 
The limitations of ‘traditional’ lectures for fostering learning 
 
Students as co-creators of knowledge rather than passive 
recipients 
 
The participatory architecture of Web 2.0 supports this – how 
do we better aggregate the social and cultural practices of 
our students in their own learning? 
 
Exhibition and classrooms without walls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLLABORATIVE 
LECTURES 
• Setting students tasks to 
provide and generate content 
for entire lectures; 
 
• either in the form of definitions 
of a topic;  
 
• examples to support a topic; 
 
• or creative production work 
responding to, or critiquing a 
topic. 
EXAMPLE 1: FACEBOOK 
GROUPS, PR AND 
POLITICS 
Students lack experience of 
and confidence in politics 
 
Tasks encouraged them to 
evaluate as well as define and 
find examples 
 
EXAMPLE 2: BLOGS, 
EMAIL AND MEDIA 
PRODUCTION STUDENTS  
Responding to Benjamin’s ‘Art in the 
age of Mechanical Reproduction’ 
EXAMPLE 2: BLOGS, 
EMAIL AND MEDIA 
PRODUCTION STUDENTS  
EXAMPLE 3: IN-CLASS, 
ENG LIT, ADAPTATION 
STUDIES 
“Within stood a tall old man, clean shaven save for a long 
white moustache, and clad in black from head to foot, 
without a single speck of colour about him anywhere. He 
held an antique silver lamp, in which the flame burned 
without chimney or globe of any kind, throwing long 
quivering shadows as it flickered in the draft of the open 
drawer.” 
 
DRACULA 
GUESS WHO??? 
“In height he was rather over six feet, and so excessively 
lean that he seemed to be considerably taller. His eyes were 
sharp and piercing, save during those intervals of torpor to 
which I have alluded; and his thin, hawk-like nose gave his 
whole expression an air of alertness and decision. His chin, 
too, had the prominence and squareness which mark the 
man of determination.”  
 
SHERLOCK 
EVALUATING THE 
PROJECTS 
With all of them – took time to gain momentum, 
especially when unassessed 
 
The lectures become far more dynamic and 
interactive  
 
When student participation voluntary, the majority 
of work was done by a minority of students 
 
Most successful student engagement came with 
creative and playful tasks 
 
Whilst new media has been stimulus for more 
collaborative approaches, it is not necessary for it 
and not always the best 
 
 
EVALUATING THE 
PROJECTS 
Confidence is still an issue for many students 
 
Assessment is a thorny issue 
 
Many students did not want to be empowered 
 
 
 
EMPOWERING THE LEARNER? 
LIBERATING THE TEACHER? 
• Collaborative learning methods appear to benefit the 
learning of some students 
• Encouraging independent learners can require a great 
deal of tutor support 
• The difficulty of altering individual courses while 
institutional environments, norms and power relations 
stay the same (see Crook and Barrowcliff, 2001; Ellis and 
Calvo 2006) 
 
 
 


